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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-44
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Carter
Date of Introduction: January 8, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: January 10, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – in Part 4 – Supplementary Regulations – to provide that in the RLD, RMD-A, RMD-B and PUD zoning districts, the long axis of a dwelling may be oriented perpendicular to or diagonally to the street if required to do so to meet the physical, topographical or environmental conditions of the particular lot, and not merely to accommodate the desire to place a dwelling unit that would not otherwise meet setback requirements.  It deletes a provision that permitted a dwelling that did not meet the setback limitations by a small amount (less than 10% deficiency) to be placed on the lot and landscaped to mitigate the setback deficiency if approved by the Zoning Administrator.
Background Information: The Zoning Code currently requires that dwellings be placed on lots such that the long axis of the house is parallel to the street frontage.  The Zoning Administrator may grant an exception for a structure that lacks the appropriate lot line setbacks by a small amount (less than a 10% deviation from the requirement) provided that landscaping is utilized to buffer the deficiency in the setback.  The sponsor wishes to authorize the long axis of a dwelling to be placed perpendicular or diagonal to the street frontage if normal setbacks cannot be achieved in the parallel orientation because of some peculiarity of the shape or topography of a particular lot, but intends to prohibit the alternative placement of a dwelling purely because of the owner’s desire to have a dwelling that does not meet setback requirements because of size or location on the lot.
Policy Impact Area: Neighborhood uniformity and appearance
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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